Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 8th November, 1982 by unknown
F2/B29
To: Members o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  
A d v iso ry  C om m ittee;
(M e ss rs . T .A .F . B a rn e s  (Chairm an)
W .S. B e l l ;  A .G .R . Brown? F . B u n tin g ;
G. C am p b e ll; H. C aunce ; T.M . F a r r e r ;
J .H .  F e l l ;  J .  E . G p u ld b o u rn ; R .D . H oughton;
J .  Jo h n so n ; I .  J o n e s ;  G .E . Lowe;
Wm. McKenna; J .  E f R edhead; G. W ilso n ;
M ajor J .G .W . S k ip w ith  and th e  C hairm an 
o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  (G. M ann); th e  V ice  
C hairm an o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  (A. R ic h a rd s o n ) ; 
and th e  C hairm en o f  th e  A rea  A d v iso ry  
C om m ittees ( J .S .  B a i le y ;  J .M . C r o f t ;
E .P . E croyd (ex  o f f i c i o ) ) .
D ear Member,
W il l  you p l e a s e  a t t e n d  a m ee tin g  o f  th e  REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE t o  be h e ld  a t  2 .1 5  p .m . on  MONDAY, 8TH NOVEMBER,1 9 8 2 , ' i n t h e  
BOARD ROOM, DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  
fo llo w in g  b u s in e s s .
Y ours f a i t h f u l l y ,
W. H. CRACKLE, 
S e c r e ta r y  and S o l i c i t o r .
A G E N D A
1 . A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b s e n c e .
2 . M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  (p r e v io u s ly  c i r c u l a t e d ) .
3 . P ro c e e d in g s  o f  A rea  F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C o m m ittees .
(A) N o r th e rn  A rea  -  11th  O c to b e r , 1982.
[R ecom m endations i n  t h e  fo llo w in g  m in u te  :
9 . Mink in  N o rth  C um bria
(To be c o n s id e re d  under Item  N o .4 on th e  A g e n d a )J .
(B) C e n t r a l  A rea  -  13 th  O c to b e r , 1982.
[R ecom m endations i n  t h e  fo llo w in g  m in u te s :
7 . Salmon and F re sh w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  A ct 1975, R iv e r Lune 
( to  be c o n s id e r e d  u nder I tem  N o .5 on th e  A g en d a).
8 . p ro p o se d  P ik e  R anch ing  Scheme on  E s th w a ite  W a te r .
9 . F is h in g  O ffe n c e s  and P r o s e c u t io n s  1 9 8 1 /8 2 .
10. R e p o rt by th e  A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r s  on F i s h e r i e s  
A c t i v i t i e s ] .
(C) S o u th e rn  A rea  -  2 0 th  O c to b e r , 1982.
4 . Mink in  N o rth  C um bria .
5 . Salm on and F re s h w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  A c t 1975, R iv e r  L une.
N o r t h
W e s t
W a t e r
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
1 s t  N ovem ber, 1982
6 . Any o th e r  b u s in e s s .
RF2/B14
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
NORTHERN AREA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
11TH OCTOBER, 1982
P r e s e n t :  F . B u n tin g  J .  S . M a rs h a ll
E . Cave Wm. McKenna
E . P . E croyd A. M o ffa t
B . I r v in g  G. B . Sedgw ick
A. M a rs h a ll  J .  Thompson
R. B . W oodall
1 . APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN 
RESOLVED!
T h a t  M r. E .P .  E c ro y d  b e  a p p o in t e d  C h a irm a n  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  
A re a  F i s h e r i e s  A d v is o r y  C o m m itte e  f o r  t h e  e n s u in g  A u t h o r i t y  
Y e a r .
(E . P . ECROYD, IN THE CHAIR)
2 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o l o g i e s  f o r  a b s e n c e  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  
M r. T .A .F . B a rn e s , M r. A .E .I .  B e l l ,  M r. A .C . F in d la y ,  M r. A. G lead o n , 
M r. G. Mann and M r. A. R ic h a rd s o n .
3 . DEATH OF MR. G .N .F . WINGATE
T h e  C h a i r m a n  r e p o r t e d  w i t h  d e e p  r e g r e t  t h e  d e a t h  o f  
M r. G .N .F . W in g a te ,  a m em ber o f  t h e  C o m m itte e  and  o f  t h e  fo rm e r  
D erw ent and W est C um bria (S ou th  and W est Cum berland) C om m ittee . The 
C hairm an p a id  t r i b u t e  t o  Mr. W in g a te ’ s  s e r v i c e  to  f i s h e r i e s  in  th e  
r e g io n .
I t  was p ro p o se d  t h a t  D r. J . I . A b e rn e th y , th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  C ockerm outh 
A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n ,  b e  a sk ed  t o  s e rv e  on th e  C om m ittee a s  s u c c e s s o r  
t o  Mr. W in g a te .
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  C hairm an c o n ta c t  D r. A b e rn e th y  and i f  he i s  w i l l i n g  
t o  s e rv e  h i s  n o m in a tio n  be  p u t  t o  th e  November m ee tin g  o f  th e  
R e g io n a l C om m ittee .
4 . MINUTES O F  THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  m in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on 
2 9 th  M arch , 1982, be a p p ro v ed  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and s ig n e d  by 
th e  C hairm an .
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5. MINUTES OF THE REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE,
30TH JUNE, 1982
Concerning minute no. 11 (Fishing Offences), and in response to 
questions, the Officers explained the Authority's official procedures 
for the disposal of fish seized as evidence in the prosecution of 
fisheries offences.
6. WEST CUMBRIA WATER RESOURCES
The Committee considered the recommendations in the minutes of 
meetings of the West Cumbria Special Fisheries Advisory Group held 
on 25th June and 28th July, 1982, about the possible implications 
to fisheries of BNFL's application to increase temporarily their 
abstraction from Wastwater and also prescribed flows and present and 
possible future abstractions of water from the River Derwent.
At the meeting on 25th June, the Group had recommended that whilst 
temporary increased abstraction should not be opposed, the Water 
Management Committee be recommended to require BNFL to provide a fish 
counter on the River Irt at a location to be agreed with the 
Authority. BNFL 's application was to increase their present 
abstraction from Wastwater from 18 Ml/d (4 mgd) to 29 Ml/d (6.4 mgd) 
until 31st December 1987 or until an alternative supply became 
available, whichever was the earlier. It had now been agreed that the 
extra 2.4 mgd would not be required for the earlier years, it being 
estimated that the figures should be 1.6 mgd in 1983, 2.0 mgd in 
1984-85, to the full 2.4 mgd in 1986-87. The new figures together 
with reduced annual totals had been agreed with BNFL and the Water 
Management Committee had recommended the Authority to adopt these 
phased figures for the abstraction licence.
In the meantime it had been established that the cost of providing a 
new gauging structure with fish counting facilities as originally 
envisaged would be high and in these circumstances it was likely that 
a further report would be made to the Fisheries Advisory Group at an 
early date to enable it to review the position in the light of current 
information, including the reduced abstraction quantities. The 
Regional Fisheries Officer emphasised that he could not support a 
demand for BNFL to incur unreasonably heavy expenditure on. provision 
of a fish counter in connection with what was, after all, a temporary 
arrangement.
At the meeting on 28th July,, the Group had recommended that any 
increase in the Authority's abstraction from the River Derwent should 
be subject to a minimum residual flow below Yearl Weir of 100 Ml/d, 
and, that provision should be made for measuring and recording the 
flow out of the River Derwent down the mill lade to BSC and for 
ensuring that the fish pass at Yearl Weir was maintained free from 
obstructions.
The Authority was likely to promote the Derwent based scheme early 
in 1983.
Mr. Bunting asked if 'natural flow' annual hydrographs for the
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River Ehen could be provided and was informed by Dr. Marshall that 
measured flow hydrographs were available and that he would look into 
the question of 'natural flow' hydrographs and contact Mr. Bunting.
7. INCOME FROM SALE OP ROD AND LINE LICENCES 1981
The Committee received a report which summarised income received 
by the Authority from the sale of rod and line licences during 1981. 
Licence duties had been increased by 20% on 1st January, 1981 and as a 
result the total income to the Authority had risen by £54,231.90, an 
increase of 19.4%. The increase in income had not quite equalled the 
percentage increase in licence duties because of minor variations in 
the sales of licences of different categories.
During the corresponding period the income from the sale of net and 
fixed engine licences sold within the Northern Area was £5,924.
8. ROD AND LINE FISHING LICENCES FORMAT
On 19th July, 1982, the Water Management Committee approved the 
Regional Committee's recommendation for a licence card and adhesive 
stamp format for rod and line fishing licences. Subject to the 
approval of the Authority at today's meeting, the new format would be 
introduced on 1st January 1983.
9. MINK IN NORTH CUMBRIA
The Committee considered a report concerning the increase in the 
feral mink population on watercourses in North Cumbria and measures 
which might be taken to control them.
The introduction of mink into this country for the production of 
pelts, had been sanctioned by MAFF many years ago. It could therefore 
be contended that responsibility for controlling the feral population 
rested there. MAFF had, however, transferred this responsibility to 
landowners, and it was unlikely that they would now resume it. They 
were now only prepared to give advice on how to construct mink traps.
From the Authority's point of view, the redeployment of bailiffs 
to trap mink was out of the question because it would substantially 
reduce the time spent on their proper tasks.
It was considered that Angling Associations should carry out their 
own trapping. It had been thought that youngsters from the Youth 
Opportunities Scheme, might be trained and used, but the MSC had 
indicated that this would probably be impossible. Most importantly 
however, it was felt that the Authority should again attempt to 
pursuade MAFF to resume full responsibility for feral mink control 
and introduce a bounty to encourage trapping.
RECOMMENDED:
That in view of the evident rapid growth of the feral mink 
population within North Cumbria and the hazard thereby caused 
to fisheries, the Authority seeks ways, including the use of
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personnel from the Youth Opportunities Programme, in an attempt 
to control this pest, and that representations be made to 
the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food for a change 
in policy with a view to the Department's:
(1) resuming responsibility for the control and trapping of 
feral mink?
(2) introducing a bounty to encourage trapping.
10. FISHING OFFENCES AND PROSECUTIONS 1981/82
A report was submitted on fishing offences and prosecutions undertaken 
by the Authority during 1981/82.
Concern was again expressed at the low level of fines imposed by the 
courts and that convicted offenders were not automatically dis­
qualified from holding fishing licences. The Regional Fisheries 
Officer stressed that the level of fines and disqualification were 
at the courts' discretion.
11. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
12. ROD AND LINE FISHING LICENCE DUTIES 1983
11 was reported that MAFF had not yet approved the rod and line 
fishing licence duties for 1983 although a decision on the proposals 
was expected within the next few days.
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
CENTRAL AREA . 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
13TH OCTOBER 1982
F2/B I8
P r e s e n t :  W. B a i le y .
T .A .F . B a rn e s .
R . B a r r a t t .
D r. R .B . B ro u g h to n . 
R .A . C h a l le n o r .
J .H .  F e l l .
R . H a rp e r .
1 . APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED:
T h a t Mr. J .M . C r o f t  be a p p o in te d  C hairm an o f  th e  C e n t r a l  A rea 
F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee fo r  th e  e n su in g  A u th o r i ty  Y ear.
1
2 . APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t  i n  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  M r. J .M . C r o f t ,  M r. R .D . H o u g h to n  be  
a p p o in te d  C hairm an  f o r  t h i s  m e e tin g .
(R.D. HOUGHTON, IN THE CHAIR).
3 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o l o g i e s  f o r  a b s e n c e  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  
Mr. J .M . C r o f t ,  Mr. J .  Jo h n so n  and M r. G. Mann.
4 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED;
T h a t th e  m in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f th e  C om m ittee h e ld  on 
3 1 s t  M arch , 1982 , be a p p ro v ed  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and s ig n e d  by 
th e  C hairm an .
5 .  INCOME FROM SALE OF ROD AND LINE LICENCES 1981
The C om m ittee  r e c e iv e d  a r e p o r t  w hich  sum m arised incom e r e c e iv e d  by 
th e  A u th o r i ty ,  from  th e  s a l e o f  ro d  and l i n e  l i c e n c e s  d u r in g  1981. 
L ic e n c e  d u t i e s  had  b e e n  in c r e a s e d  by 20% on 1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  1981 and a s  a 
r e s u l t  th e  t o t a l  incom e t o  th e  A u th o r i ty  had r i s e n  by £54,231 .9 0 , an  
i n c r e a s e  o f  19.4% . The in c r e a s e  i n  incom e had n o t  q u i t e  e q u a l le d  th e  
p e rc e n ta g e  i n c r e a s e  i n  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  b e c a u s e  o f  m inor v a r i a t i o n s  in  
th e  s a l e  o f  l i c e n c e s  o f  v a r io u s  c a t e g o r i e s .
A .L . H a r r i s .
R.D . H oughton .
P r o f e s s o r  W.E. K ershaw . 
J . P .  L o rd ,
A. R ic h a rd s o n .
H .B . W hittam  
G. W ilson
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ROD AND LINE FISHING LICENCES FORMAT
On 11th October, the Authority had approved the Regional Committee's 
recommendation for a licence card and adhesive stamp format for rod 
and line fishing licences. The new format would be introduced on 
1st January 1983.
Members requested that extracts of relevant byelaws together with the 
warning that the holding of a current rod licence did not authorise an 
angler to fish private waters without the permission of the riparian 
owner, be printed on licences. This was agreed, with the proviso that 
if the licence cards were already with the printer, any amendments 
might have to await the next printing.
SALMON AND FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT 1975, RIVER LUNE
The Committee considered agenda items 6 and 10 which dealt with the 
temporary fishery byelaws - annual close season and weekly close time
- net licence duties, on the River Lune.
It was reported that the temporary fishery byelaws which became 
operative on 1st April 1980 and provided for an extended annual 
close season for rod and line salmon fishing and an extended weekly 
close time for net fishing for salmon, would expire on 31st March 1983 
unless renewed. The close season was defined as 'the period from and 
including the 16th day of October to and including the 31st day of 
March following'. The close time was defined as 'the period between 
the. hour of nine on Friday evening and the hour of six on the 
following Monday morning', with the proviso that, on an unspecified 
weekend in each month of the fishing season the weekly close time 
should be 'the period between the hour of seven on Friday morning and 
the hour of six on the following Monday morning'. Those weekends 
coincided with the highest tide of the month.
The question of renewal had been discussed with the Lune and Wyre 
Fishery Association, which represented both rod and net fishing 
interests on the Lune, and considered by that Associations' Executive 
at a meeting on 7th July, 1982, when, the Association had agreed that 
three years was too short a period to assess the impact of the byelaws 
on salmon stocks, a point stressed by the netsmens representative at 
the Executive meeting, and that an extension of the byelaws should be 
sought.
The Regional Fisheries Officer supported the Association particularly 
in view of the unavoidable delay in restoring full fish counting 
facilities at Forge Weir, a view echoed by members.
/
Apparently unaware of the Lune and Wyre Association's views, 
Mr. P. Smith, the Secretary of the NW Salmon Netsmen Association, had 
written to the Authority, amongst other bodies, on 22nd July seeking 
an immediate extension of the salmon netting season from 31st August 
to 30th September; a reduction in the cost of the salmon net licence 
because of the low prices being received by netsmen for. their catches 
and, restoration of the former weekly close time of 6 a.m. Saturday to 
6 a.m. the following Monday morning.
The Regional Fisheries Officer had replied to Mr. Smith. He 
confirmed that there had been a fall in the market price of salmon 
because increased numbers of farmed salmon were coming onto the 
market. Licence duties had never been related to 'market value' 
but were based upon the cost of Authority service. The netsmens' 
representative on the Committee reported that Mr. Smith now 
understood the situation and had agreed to the proposed byelaw 
extension.
The Committee agreed that there were no sound grounds for recon­
sideration, or reassessment, of net licence duties in relation to the 
market value of salmon, nor were there any reasonable grounds for 
departing from the conservation policy at present being implemented on 
the Lune by means of the extended annual close season and weekly close 
time. Consequently an extension of the byelaws should be sought. It 
was also felt that action should now be taken in connection with the 
proposal (minute no. 12, 14th October 1981) for the construction of a 
fish trap at Forge Weir.
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That renewal of the temporary River Lune Fishery Byelaws for 
a further three years to take effect on and after 1st April 
1983 be sought from MAFF and the position reviewed again 
towards the end of that period.
(2) That as a matter of urgency, consideration be given to 
finalising the design and details of the proposed Forge Weir 
fish trap.
PROPOSED PIKE RANCHING SCHEME ON ESTHWAITE WATER
It was reported that the tenant of the Esthwaite Water fishery who 
had exclusive fishing rights on that lake, wished to begin a pike 
ranching scheme under which adult pike taken from the lake would be 
stripped, the ova hatched, the fry reared to fingerling size and then 
returned to the lake. A proportion of the adult fish would presumably 
be cropped for marketing. The Freshwater Biological Association 
was interested in certain aspects of the scheme, in particular the 
number of pike removed and the mesh size of the nets used to capture 
them.
The owner wished to use tangle (gill) nets to remove the pike from 
the lake, but under the Authority's Fishery Byelaw No. 7 the use 
of such nets was prohibited for the taking of salmon, trout or 
freshwater fish. Byelaw No. 24 however stated that the byelaws... 
"shall not apply to any person who with the permission in writing 
of the Authority and acting in accordance with any conditions 
attached to that permission, carries out work connected with the 
preservation or development of a fishery or for some scientific 
purpose”.
The ranching scheme would constitute the "development of a fishery" 
and accordingly the officers recommended that consent for the use of 
the nets proposed be issued.
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RECOMMENDED:
That the application by the tenant of the Esthwaite Water fishery 
to use gill nets in connection with his proposed pike ranching 
scheme be approved subject to the condition that he makes annual 
returns to the Authority of the total catch and species of fish 
taken by the nets. That the permission be for five years and 
be reviewed towards the end of that period.
9. FISHING OFFENCES AND PROSECUTIONS 1981/82
A report was submitted on fishing offences and prosecutions undertaken 
by the Authority during 1981/82.
Concern was expressed at the increase in the amount of poaching taking 
place within the area and the low fines imposed by magistrates' 
courts. In order to combat poaching it was suggested that the bailiff 
staff should be increased. The Regional Fisheries Officer stressed 
that the level of fines was at the courts' discretion. As to the 
increased poaching, the Cumbria police had recently appointed poaching 
liaison officers in each of their Divisions, and their involvement 
with the Authority's fisheries staff should ensure closer co-operation 
in future. He reported that only that morning together with the Area 
Fisheries Officer (North) and the Chairman of the Regional Committee 
he had met the Cumbria Police to discuss further liaison and that they 
had been most helpful, agreement having been reached on future co­
operation.
Whilst appreciating the work carried out by the fisheries staff to 
combat poaching, the Committee, with Mr. Wilson dissenting against the 
recommendation.
RESOLVED:
That the Regional Fisheries Officer prepare a report on poaching, 
with particular regard to improvements in the Authority's ante- 
poaching measures, for the next meeting of the Committee.
RECOMMENDED:
That in view of the increase in poaching throughout the area and 
to combat the problem, the Authority consider substantially 
increasing its bailiffing staff before the 1983 fishing season 
begins.
10. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICERS ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officers presented their report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
It was noted that movement of migratory fish into fresh water had been 
very slow throughout the summer and that fish had stayed in the 
holding pools at the lower reaches of the rivers. An example of this 
was in the River Kent which had been "cymagged" on 31st July, when 
more fish had been killed in the 1.5 miles below the counter at 
Basinghyll than had passed over it during the year up to then.
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Concern having been expressed at the number of fish mortalities caused 
by pollution of nursery streams it was suggested that a concentrated 
effort be made to educate farmers of the hazards caused by discharge 
of farm effluent to streams, particularly in popular spawning areas. 
The Regional Fisheries Officer undertook to liaise with the water 
quality staff on this problem.
RESOLVED:
That a report be submitted to the March meeting on spawning 
stream pollution, with details of staff liaison to alleviate the 
problem and particulars of those streams considered to be most at 
risk.
RECOMMENDED:
That resulting from the fish mortality in July 1982 on the River 
Kent, the Regional Fisheries Officer be authorised at his 
discretion and subject to their availability, to supplement the 
release of sea trout fry in the River.
FJ2/B23
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
SfQUTHERN AREA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
20TH OCTOBER 1982
P r e s e n t :  J .  S . B a i le y ,  J .  H. L i s t e r
A. G. R, Brown D r. M. Pugh Thomas
F . R. Jam es A. R ic h a rd s o n
(J. A, Shanahan
1 . APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED;
T h a t Mr. J .  S . B a i le y  be a p p o in te d  C hairm an o f  th e  S o u th e rn  A rea  
F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee f o r  th e  e n s u in g  'A u th o r i t y  Y e a r ’ .
T
( J ,  $ . BAILEY IN THE CHAIR)
2 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o l o g i e s  f o r  a b s e n c e  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f  prom 
M r. T . A. F . B a rn e s , M r. C. H o lla n d , M r. G. Mann, M r. P . N e a l and 
M r. R. N ew ton.
3 . MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE
The C hairm an welcom ed M e ss rs . F . R. Jam es and J .  H. L e s te r  t o  t h e i r  
f i r s t  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee  and r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  M r. Jam es 
had s e rv e d  o n , and had  been  a fo u n d e r member and C hairm an o f  th e  
fo rm er M ersey  and W eaver C om m ittee .
4 . DEATH OF MR. J .  L . BLACKBURN
T h e  C h a i r m a n  r e p o r t e d  w i t h  d e e p  r e g r e t  t h e  d e a t h  o f  
M r. J .  L . B la c k b u rn .
He p a id  t r i b u t e  t o  M r. B la c k b u r n 's  s e r v i c e  t o  f i s h e r i e s  and members 
§nd o f f i c e r s  s to o d  i n  s i l e n c e  a s  a  mark o f  r e s p e c t .
M r. Jam es u n d e rto o k  t o  make e n q u i r i e s  w i th in  th e  N o rth  S t a f f o r d s h i r e  
a r e a  r e g a r d in g  a s u c e s s o r  t o  M r. B la c k b u rn .
5 . ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS -  MR. D. BRIDGEWOOD
C oncern  was e x p re s s e d  a t  th e  N a t io n a l  F e d e r a t io n  o f  A n g le r s ' r e p ­
r e s e n t a t i v e  on th e  C o m m ittee , M r. D. B r id g e w o o d 's , p o o r a t te n d a n c e  
r e c o r d .  M r. B r id g e w o o d  h a d  a t t e n d e d  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  7 m e e t in g s  
nam ely , t h a t  h e ld  on 8 th  A p r i l ,  1981. He had now f a i l e d  t o  a t t e n d  
f i v e  c o n s e c u t iv e  m e e t in g s .
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The Chairman drew attention to minute no. 9(2) of 21st October, 1981 
when the Committee had recommended that the membership of any Area 
Committee member be reviewed on his failure to attend three 
consecutive meetings. This recommendation had been approved 
by the Regional Committee and was adopted by the Authority on 
3.4th December, 1981.
RESOLVED:
That the Secretary and Solicitor be requested to write to 
Mr. Bridgewood pointing out his poor attendance record and asking 
that he confirm either that he wished to remain a member of the 
Committee entailing his attendance at the half yearly meetings, 
or, as an alternative, resign from the Committee.
6. MINUTES OF TJiE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 
7th April, 1982 be approved as a correct record and signed by the 
Chairman. . •
7. INCOME FRpM SALE OF ROD AND LINE LICENCES 1981
The Committee received a report which summarised income received from 
the sale of rod and line licences during 1981. Licence duties had 
been increased by 20% on 1st January, 1981 and the total income to the 
Authority had risen by £54,231.90 in that year, an increase of 19.4%. 
The increase had not quite equalled the percentage increase in licence 
duties because of minor variations in the sale of licences of various 
categories.
8. ROD AND LINE FISHING LICENCES FORMAT
On 11th October, the Authority had approved the Regional Committee's 
recommendation for a licence card and adhesive stamp format for rod 
and line fishing licences. The new format would be introduced on 
1st January, 1983.
Although extracts of relevant angling byelaws would be printed on the 
back of the new licences, lack of space prevented printing fish size 
limits. Accordingly, and at the Committee's request, the Regional 
Fisheries Officer undertook to arrange for a notice to be printed on 
the back of licences stating that copies of the fisheries byelaws 
(which included details of size limits) were available on request from 
the New Town House office of the Rivers Division.
9. PUSHING OFFENCES AND PROSECUTIONS 1981/8?
A report was submitted on fishing offences and prosecutions undertaken 
by the Authority during 1981/82.;
Concern having been expressed at the low .^evel of fines imposed by 
local magistrates in respect of fisheries cases, it was pointed
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out; that when this same matter had been raised last year the Committee 
had recommended that the Authority make representations through the 
National Water Council to the Lord Chancellor drawing his attention to 
the problem. This |had been done, but there had been no improvement in 
level of fines, The Regional Fisheries Officer stressed that in all 
cases the fine imposed by magistrates was at their discretion.
IQ. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICE ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
It was reported that the reservoir at Tintwistle in Longdendale, 
adjacent to the Authority's Tintwistle hatchery was to be emptied 
next year and the embankment demolished, due to the disproportionately 
high cost of repairs in relation to the value of resources. To date 
Fisheries staff had been unsuccessful in finding another suitable 
water for the trout rearing cages presently in that reservoir. The 
establishment would therefore be closed down at the end of summer 
1983, when the present stock had been distributed to Authority 
fisheries. This could give rise to trout stocking problems in the 
future as Longdendale reservoir had not been affected by the current 
whirling disease epidemic, whereas a grfat many trout rearing farms, 
from which the Authority had previously obtained fish, were affected.
The increased demand for fish from those suppliers whose fish remained 
disease free would make it increasingly difficult for the Authority to 
obtain the numbers of fish it might need in the immediate future.
Questioned about the pilot hatchery, the Regional Fisheries Officer 
explained that it had been set up five years ago to investigate and 
solve certain problems in connection with fish rearing. It had now 
served that purpose and additionally much of the equipment installed 
in the hatchery needed replacing.
The need now was for a purpose-built hatchery incorporating facilities 
based upon the knowledge gained through operating the pilot hatchery. 
The main problem would be finance for the project although in the 
long term it would be an inexpensive way to provide fish for the 
Authority'1 s needs. Further consideration would be given to the 
matter.
1}. SPRING WATER PARK
Questioned about pollution of the River Irwell at Spring Water Park, 
Radcliffe, by dyes from a paper making firm, the Regional Fisheries 
Officer undertook to investigate and to inform Mr. Shanahan pf his 
finding.
12. JUMBLES RESERVOIR
Questioned as tp why there should be np charge for fishing Jumbles 
Reservoir whilst a charge of £1.40 per day was made to fish 
Worthington, the Regional Fisheries Officer undertook to investigate 
and tp infprm Mr. Shanahan pf his findings.
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13. CARP SACKS
The Regional Fisheries Officer referred to recent correspondence in 
the 'Angling Times' on the legality or otherwise of the use of carp 
sacks by anglers to retain the fish in the waters in which they had 
been caught. He had received several letters from anglers on this 
subject and had replied that the carp sack, being in effect a form of 
keep net, was illegal unless it conformed in all ways to the keep net 
specification laid down in the Authority's current Fishery Byelaw 
No. 16.
In view of the apparent increase in the popularity of the carp sack, 
he asked members to get their respective clubs'/associations' views 
and to report to him. The information would be beneficial in any 
future byelaw review.
F2/B28
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
8TH NOVEMBER 1982 
MINK IN NORTH CUMBRIA
1. The a t ta c h e d  r e p o r t  was s u b m itte d  t o  th e  N o r th e rn  A rea Com m ittee on 
1 1 th  O c to b e r , 1982 . The Com m ittee recom m ended:-
T h a t  in  v ie w  o f  t h e  e v i d e n t  r a p i d  g ro w th  i n  t h e  f e r a l  m ink  
p o p u la t io n  w i th in  N o rth  Cum bria and th e  h a z a rd  th e r e b y  c a u se d  to  
f i s h e r i e s ,  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  s e e k s  w a y s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  
p e r s o n n e l  from  th e  Youth O p p o r tu n i t i e s  Program m e, i n  an a t te m p t  
t o  c o n t r o l  t h i s  p e s t ,  and t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  be made to  th e  
M i n i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and  Food f o r  a c h a n g e  i n  
p o l ic y  w ith  a v iew  t o  th e  D e p a r tm e n t 's :
(1) r e s u m in g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  and  t r a p p i n g  
o f  f e r a l  m ink;
(2) in t r o d u c in g  a b o u n ty  t o  e n c o u ra g e  t r a p p in g .
2 . T h is  C om m ittee i s  r e q u e s te d  t o  make i t s  own recom m endations on t h i s  
m a t t e r .
F2/A6
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
NORTHERN AREA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
11TH OCTOBER 1982
MINK IN NORTH CUMBRIA
1. Mink are at present almost ubiquitous on watercourses in North Cumbria 
and sightings of them by bailiffs, farmers and the general public are 
frequent. Up to 1970 MAFF County Pest Control Officers carried out 
control work on mink, and sightings were reported to them. Their 
trapping activities quite effectively cleaned up any pockets of mink 
which were reported. However, this service was withdrawn on grounds 
of economy and responsibility for mink control was passed to land­
owners. Few of these had the manpower, or interest, to maintain the 
effective control formerly excercised by MAFF, and consequently mink 
population has increased almost unchecked.
2. Trapping of mink has never been considered to be among the duties of a 
water bailiff, partly because it is not a prescribed responsibility 
under the Salmon & Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975, but mainly because 
trapping operations are time-consuming and would substantially reduce 
the availability of bailiffs for more important tasks such as anti­
poaching work. In practice, however, some bailiffs in North Cumbria 
do trap them as a spare-time activity and captures of more than 20 
mink in a week are not unusual.
3. On the basis of information obtained from examination of the stomachs 
of upwards of 50 mink it has become clear that their diet is made up, 
to the tune of nearly 50%, of small salmonids, the balance consisting 
of small birds such as robins, chaffinches, blackbirds and larks - 
clear evidence that wild mink rely to a considerable extent upon fish 
for food. They are also making appreciable inroads into bird life, a 
point which may cause concern to conservationists.
4. MAFF were responsible, originally, for sanctioning the first 
introductions of mink into farms in this country for the production of 
pelts for the fur trade. Therefore, it can reasonably be contended 
that responsibility for attempting to contain the feral population, 
derived from escapes from these farms, should rest firmly with them. 
By abrogating this responsibility and arbitrarily transferring it to 
landowners, MAFF are clearly side-stepping the issue and, once having 
divested themselves of the staff and work involved, are unlikely to 
be prepared to resume such activities. However, they are prepared 
through their local offices, to provide advice on how to construct 
traps - previously they would lend traps to persons wishing to trap 
mink.
5. Man is the only enemy of this now widespread predator, and it seems 
unlikely that any campaign against it would achieve more than a 
temporary reduction in numbers. Subject to the agreement of the
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relevant landowners, however, there is no reason why members of any 
angling club, who may wish to do so, should not undertake the regular 
trapping; of mink on their waters, provided that traps can be con­
structed under Ministry advice. There can be no question of diverting 
bailiffs to this task, although some may wish to undertake it as a 
spare time activity.
6. It may be possible to utilise personnel from the Youth Opportunities 
Programme in this area of work and support for this would no doubt be 
forthcoming from other interested bodies, for example fisheries 
associations, conservationists and landowners. As the Authority would 
not be the appropriate body to operate such a scheme, the officers are 
exploring this further with other interested parties.
F2/B27
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
8TH NOVEMBER, 1982 
SALMON & FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT 1975 , RIVER LUNE
1 . The two a t t a c h e d  r e p o r t s  were s u b m it te d  to  th e  C e n t r a l  A rea  C om m ittee 
on 1 3 th  O c to b e r ,  1982 . The C om m ittee recom m ended:-
(1) T h a t re n e w a l o f  th e  te m p o ra ry  R iv e r  Lune F is h e r y  B yelaw s fo r  a 
f u r t h e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  to  t a k e  e f f e c t  on and a f t e r  1 s t  A p r i l  1983 be 
so u g h t from  MAFF and th e  p o s i t i o n  rev ie w e d  a g a in  to w ard s  th e  end 
o f  t h a t  p e r io d .
(2) T h a t a s  a  m a t te r  o f  u rg e n c y , c o n s id e r a t i o n  b e  g iv e n  to  f i n a l i s i n g  
th e  d e s ig n  and d e t a i l s  o f  th e  p ro p o se d  F o rg e  W eir f i s h  t r a p .
2 .  T h is  C om m ittee i s  r e q u e s te d  to  make i t s  own recom m endations on t h i s  
m a t t e r .
F2/A14
NORTH WEST WATER,AUTHORITY 
CENTRAL AREA 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
■ < ■ ......
13TH OCTOBER 1982
SALMON & FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT 1975 
TEMPORARY FISHERY BYELAWS FOR RIVER LUNE
1. These byelaws, which came into operation on 1st April 1980, provide 
for an extended annual close season for rod and line fishing for 
salmon, and for an extended weekly close time for net fishing for 
salmon. The former is defined as 'the period from and including the 
16th day of October to and including the 31st day of March following'. 
The latter is defined as 'the period between the hour of nine on 
Friday evening and the hour of six on the following Monday morning', 
with a proviso that, on a specified weekend in each month of the 
fishing season, the weekly close time shall be 'the period between the 
hour of seven on Friday morning and the hour of six on the following 
Monday morning'. These weekends coincide with the highest tide of the 
month.
2. The byelaws are due to expire on 1st April 1983 unless they are 
renewed, and the question now arises whether an extension should be 
sought from the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
3. This point has been discussed at some length with the Lune and Wyre 
Fishery Association which represents both rod and net fishing 
interests on the river. After consideration of the matter at the 
Association's Annual General Meeting on 7th July, members were 
requested to submit to the Association's Secretary their formal views 
in writing. Out of 18 replies received, 14 were in favour of renewal 
of the byelaws for a further period, on the grounds that three years 
was too short a period in which to assess their impact upon salmon 
stocks in the river, a point made very clearly by the netsmen's 
representative at the Annual General Meeting, in supporting an 
extension of the byelaws. Three of the remaining replies indicated 
that restoration of the original rod-fishing close season, or some­
thing approximating to it, with a commencement date of 1st November 
favoured, while one proposed a close season for rod fishing from 16th 
October to the end of February.
4. The Regional Fisheries Officer agrees with the view that a 3 year 
period is too short a time to assess the effects of restrictive 
measures of this kind, particularly in view of the unavoidable delay 
in restoring full fish counting facilities at Forge Weir. By 1st 
April 1983 returns of adult fish to the river in relation to smolt 
tuns could include only two generations of grilse (from the 1980 and 
1981 smolt runs) and one generation of small summer fish (from the
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1980 smolt run), although there would, of course, be returns of adults 
from the smolt runs of preceding years during the seasons of 1980 and
1981 as well. This, however,, is considered to be too small a cross- 
section of the population on which to base any judgement of the 
effectiveness of the measures.
5. The officers therefore recommend that renewal of the temporary 
byelaws for a further period of 3 years should be sought from MAFF,
and that the position should be reviewed towards the end of that 
per iod.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
CENTRAL AREA FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
13th OCTOBER, 1982
and
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
8th NOVEMBER 1982
RIVER LUNE - ANNUAL CLOSE SEASON AND WEEKLY CLOSE TIME 
FOR NETTING SALMON, AND NET LICENCE DUTIES FOR SALMON
The Secretary of the North West Salmon Netsmen's Association wrote to the 
Authority on 22nd July 1982 seeking an immediate extension of the netting 
season to 30th September in place of the present termination date of 31st 
August. In support of this request he referred to 'the seasonal lateness of 
the salmon runs' which had been evident in recent years throughout the 
British Isles which, he claimed, was causing real hardship to his members.
He copied his letter to 'Parliament, the Fisheries Organisation Society 
and the Media'. He went on to suggest that an extension of the netting 
season would be unlikely to be detrimental to the breeding stock which he 
considered might be at 'a dangerously high level', so that increased 
cropping might be beneficial to stocks.
He further requested that, in view of the low price being received by nets­
men for salmon which, he claimed, had fallen to the level prevailing in 
1977, the net licence duty should be reduced, and that the former weekly 
close time of 6.00 a.m. Saturday to 6.00 a.m. Monday should be restored.
This would replace the present period of 9.00 p.m. Friday (or 7.00 a.m.
Friday on one weekend per month) to 6.00 a.m. Monday which is provided for 
under the temporary byelaws now in force on the Lune.
In replying the Regional Fisheries Officer pointed out that annual close 
seasons and weekly close times were regulated by byelaw, while changes in 
licence duties required the approval of the Authority and, if there were 
any objections, of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food also.
In consequence, no rapid changes.were possible in relation to any of these 
matters. He indicated, however, that the points raised in the Secretary's 
letter could be brought up for consideration at the next meeting of the 
Central Area and Regional Fisheries Committees on 13th October and 8th 
November respectively, but he made it clear that much more supporting 
evidence would be required for such statements as those relating to breed­
ing stock's 'being at a dangerously high level' and salmon prices being 'at 
1977 level', if the Committee were to be likely to take his requests 
seriously. Despite this comment, no further correspondence has been received 
from the Secretary.
With the rapid decline of the spring runs of salmon in the Lune, particularly 
since the onset of UDN disease in 1965, the main runs of salmon into the 
river have been restricted almost exclusively to grilse and summer/autumn 
fish, many of which have not entered the river until September/October. As 
a result, in recent years some 70% of the total returned rod catch has been 
taken between the beginning of September and the end of the season on 15th 
October. In the case of the Lune nets, some 90% of their returned catch in 
recent years has been taken during July and August. By comparison, the 
corresponding percentages for the years 1973/75 inclusive were 60% and 85% 
respectively for rods and nets, indicating that, in the case of the rods 
particularly, there has been an appreciable increase in emphasis on the 
significance of late-running fish in catches.
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5. At the Public Inquiry held in Preston in July 1979 in connection with 
proposals for a revised Net Limitation Order for the Lune estuary, the 
Inspector's concern was related primarily to the protection of the very 
small numbers of spring-running fish which might enter the river. At 
the same time, the associated temporary byelaws (which expire on 1st 
April 1983) were aimed at getting more salmon into the river, as potential 
spawning stock, throughout the season.
6. The decline of the spring run, while perhaps accelerated by increased 
cropping of the associated stocks on the high seas and elsewhere, must 
be regarded as a natural trend which has been recorded previously and 
which, in the absence of further drastic developments in high-seas 
fisheries, is likely progressively to reverse itself over a period of 
years. The immediate question for consideration, however, is whether, 
in view of the prevalence of late-running fish in the river, there could 
be any justification for adjustment of the fishing seasons for both nets 
and rods to take account of this situation. If regulatory machinery were 
sufficiently flexible (which it is not) to permit of rapid, locally- 
authorised changes in close seasons and weekly close times, there might 
be scope for experimental changes of this kind which could be swiftly 
cancelled if they were considered to be proving damaging to the stocks
in practice. Such arrangements exist in Canada. As things stand, 
however, any adjustments could only be made by byelaw, and these could 
take a long time to bring in - and as long to rescind, if this should be 
found necessary.
7. Against such possible changes is the fact that the Authority has only 
quite recently (1980) adopted the policy of further restricting netting 
on the Lune estuary under the new Net Limitation Order, and cutting back 
the permitted fishing periods for nets and rods alike, under the temporary 
byelaws, notably at what is currently the most productive stage of the 
fishing season. At the Annual General Meeting of the Lune and Wyre 
Fisheries Association on 7th July, the view was expressed by the netsmen's 
representative that the 3-year period during which the temporary byelaws 
had been in force was too short a time in which to assess their 
conservation Value for the fisheries, and he urged that the Authority 
should seek to renew them for a further period of 3 years. In view of the 
unavoidable delay in repairing and modifying the fish counter installation 
at Forge Weir near Halton, this appears to be a sensible proposal.
8. In relation to the suggestion about reduction of netting licence duties on 
account of the fall in the market value of salmon, this latter contention 
was taken up with the Chief Inspector of the Worshipful Company of Fish^ 
mongers at Fishmongers' Hall. He confirmed that there had indeed been a 
decline in the price of salmon and that it was almost entirely due to the 
increased numbers of farmed salmon now coming on to the market. It seems 
possible, therefore, that the decline in the market value of salmon may 
continue as production of farmed fish continues to increase, the forecast 
being that output of farmed fish is likely within a few years, to exceed 
the catch of wild fish. Licence duties are based on the cost of Authority 
services and have never been related, so far as is known, to the market 
value of salmon. Despite the reduction in market values there seems no 
sound reason for consideration that duties should be levied on such a basis.
9. There is, at present, no evidence whatever that spawning stocks of salmon in 
the Lune are at a  dangerously high level' - whatever that may mean. It is 
only within the past two or three years that any numbers of Salmon have begun 
once again to utilise the spawning areas upstream of Tebay. Even if the 
numbers in that area were such that appreciable overcutting of redds were
to occur, it would not be difficult to regulate the numbers by removal of 
fish in that area, or by increasing the take for stripping at Broadraine
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trap. In any case, an excess of spawning fish is considerably easier to 
cope with than a dearth. It is quite true that considerable numbers of 
salmon currently spawn in the lower reaches of the Lune, and that few, 
if any, juveniles appear to result, but this must be considered wasteful 
rather than dangerous.
10. Overall, the officers consider that there are no sound grounds for
reconsideration, and possibly reassessment, of net licence duties in 
relation to the market value 'of salmon, and there can be no reasonable 
grounds for departing from the conservation policy which is at present 
being implemented on the Lune by means of an extended annual close season 
and weekly close time.

